
Informing and strengthening policy in the Asia-Pacific

the national bureau of asian research

Top left: At the Strategic Asia 2012–13 launch in Washington, D.C., NBR President Richard J. Ellings greets keynote speaker Ashton B. Carter 
(then Deputy Secretary of Defense). Top right: Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers speaks at the 2014 Pacific Energy Forum in Seattle.  
Bottom left: Melody Meyer (Melody Meyer Energy, LLC, and Member of the NBR Board of Directors) speaks at the 2014 Pacific Energy 
Summit in Seoul. Bottom right: Gorton Center Inaugural Global Leader Class, pictured with former Senator Slade Gorton and Slade Gorton 
International Policy Center President Creigh Agnew.



Left to right: Former Shalikashvili Chair holder Admiral Thomas Fargo and 
Congressman Norm Dicks at a Shalikashvili Chair event; Admiral Jonathan Greenert, 
current Shalikashvili Chair holder and recent Chief of Naval Operations, at the open 
house for NBR’s Washington, D.C., office.

The origins of the National Bureau of Asian Research date back to Senator Henry M. Jackson, 
who believed that an urgent need existed for an institution that would tap the country’s best 
expertise to study Asia and Russia with U.S. national interests in mind. 

Advanced independent research on  
issues affecting U.S. relations with Asia

political and security affairs

Political and security issues in the Asia-Pacific are of 
critical importance to the United States. NBR conducts 
forward-looking policy research on strategic trends 
across Asia through the Strategic Asia Program, on 
China-related security issues through the People’s 
Liberation Army Conference, on U.S. national security 
through the Shalikashvili Chair, and on politics and 
leadership through the Pyle Center. 

trade, economic, and energy affairs

The rise of China and India, the shifting balance 
of economic power, and Asia’s dramatic growth 
in energy demand are increasingly influencing 
global markets, the environment, and geopolitics. 
NBR examines these issues through the Energy 
Security Program, Pacific Energy Summit, and 
initiatives focusing on innovation and IP policy and 
Myanmar’s growing regional role.

center for health and aging

The Center for Health and Aging facilitates 
constructive dialogue between science, industry, 
and policy. Current research focuses on the life 
sciences sector in Asia—particularly in China and 
Japan—and its impact on health innovation and 
international relations.

Expertise on Asia
NBR draws upon leading specialists in politics, 
economics, business, energy, environment, 
health, and defense from around the world. This 
model provides NBR with extraordinary reach 
and flexibility.

Collaborative approach
NBR regularly collaborates with top research and 
educational institutions across the country and 
overseas. NBR works with public policy leaders 
in the United States and abroad to ensure the 
greatest impact.

Congressional outreach
Building on Senator Henry “Scoop” Jackson’s 
legacy, NBR engages in a demand-driven 
approach to work with Congress and cultivate 
relationships on both sides of the aisle. 
Through sustained interaction in a high-trust, 
nonpartisan setting, NBR is the go-to resource 
for policymakers requiring the most reliable 
expertise on Asia.

 



Left to right: Jia Qingguo (Peking University), Zhu Yinghuang (China Daily), 
Tiffany Ma (NBR), Benjamin Shobert (NBR), and Nadège Rolland (NBR) at the 2016 
conference “U.S. China Relations: From Strategic Domains to the International System.”

The next generation
NBR’s second mission is to educate young, promising 
talent. Principal activities include the  Gorton 
Global Leaders Program, Henry M. Jackson 
Internships, and Boren Fellowships, each named for a 
prominent senator.

Diverse funding
NBR’s research funding comes from a wide 
variety of foundations, corporations, government 
departments and agencies, and individuals.

Outreach and publications
NBR delivers research to leaders in the public and 
private sectors through  publications, high-level 
events, and briefings for leaders in government and 
industry. NBR’s website and social media draw over 
a million and a half viewers every year.

Corporate engagement
NBR collaborates with business leaders, through 
its Chairman’s Council, Board of Directors, and 
programs, to enhance the policy relevance of its work. 

Research centers and programs offering 
strategic insights on major policy issues

john m. shalikashvili chair  
in national security studies

Named after the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff and leader on NBR’s Board of Directors, 
the Shali Chair was endowed to advance the study 
of U.S. national security issues in Asia. The Chair 
provides a distinguished scholar or practitioner 
with the opportunity to inform and strengthen the 
understanding of U.S. policymakers on critical national 
security issues related to the Asia-Pacific.

kenneth b. and anne h.h. pyle center 
for northeast asian studies

Named in honor of NBR’s founding president and his 
wife, the Pyle Center conducts research on Northeast 
Asia to advance the comprehensive study of the politics, 
security, and economics of the region.

slade gorton international policy center

The Gorton Center honors Senator Gorton’s significant 
contributions to Washington State and the nation by 
sponsoring public policy programs on economics and 
trade, energy security, and counterterrorism and by 
inspiring the next generation of leaders through its Global 
Leaders Program. 

This nonprofit, nonpartisan institution was established in 1989 with a major grant from 
the Henry M. Jackson Foundation. NBR reaches out to the premier experts and institutions 
around the world from offices in Seattle and Washington, D.C.



the national bureau of asian research

Drawing upon an extensive network of the world’s leading specialists, NBR bridges the academic, business, and policy arenas.  
NBR is headquartered at George F. Russell Jr. Hall in Seattle—gateway to the Asia-Pacific.
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