
the national bureau of  asian research

shali
a tribute to john m. shalikashvili





the general who advances without coveting fame and retreats 

without fearing disgrace, whose only thought is to protect his country 

and do good service for his sovereign, is the jewel of the kingdom.

Sun Tzu, The Art of War
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e is a career military man, a world-

class strategic thinker, and a skillful

consensus builder. He is also a great 

bipartisan leader in the tradition of the

late Senator Henry M. Jackson, the

Washington Senator to whom NBR traces

its roots. He is as down-to-earth as they

come. He is the man we are honoring, the

general we all know as “Shali”.

They say “Great accomplishments start

with dreams—and dreams are brought to

fulfillment by unswerving dedication,

preparation, and plain hard work.” As a

young boy, first in wartime Poland and

then in Germany, John Shalikashvili must

have had his share of dreams. But he could

not have possibly imagined that one day

he would end up in the United States,

drafted into its Army as a private and, after

a 39-year career, leave as the nation’s high-

est-ranking military officer, Chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

In true American spirit, Shali selflessly

worked his entire life to promote democ-

racy around the world through the strong,

yet compassionate, extension of American

national interests. As Chairman, and after,

he also devoted his talents to addressing

the most intractable security challenges in

Asia, including the China-Taiwan issue

and the North Korean nuclear program.

In doing so, Shali recognized that

America’s policymakers need the perspec-

tive of the best civilian minds in the world

to help inform their decisions.

This thinking guided his enthusiastic

interest in NBR’s work, his commitment

to the institution as a leading director,

and his critical advisory role on security-

related research, especially the Strategic

Asia program. To honor these contribu-

tions and those he made as a truly remark-

able soldier, we are establishing the

Shalikashvili Chair in National Security

Studies at NBR, with tremendous appreci-

ation for the enthusiastic support of his

family, friends, and colleagues around the

world. Thank you for joining us in our

tribute to Shali.

To Shali, I say, thank you for your 

39 distinguished years in uniform serving

our nation, and, since your retirement

from public service, for your remarkable

tenure as an NBR director.
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e are here today to honor you and

to thank you for your extraordi-

nary leadership and service to your coun-

try—as a soldier and as a civilian.

You and I have been through much

together. We have had some successes and

some failures. The challenges we faced

together—both as public servants and as

private citizens—were tenacious. From

Bosnia to Somalia to the Taiwan Strait—

your council was defined by integrity, and

your effort by determination and courage.

But your most important inspiration to

me was your dedication to our troops.

When you stepped down as Chairman,

you reminded us all that “Other militaries

might envy us and our high-technology

equipment. But they stand in awe of our

young men and women in uniform, and

the sergeants and the petty officers who

lead them. Our men and women in uni-

form were always, are now, and forever will

be the key to our operational excellence.

No technology is about to change that. We

must never forget their sacrifice. We must

never underestimate their importance.

And we must never cut back on our sup-

port for them or their families.” And now,

maybe more than ever, we as Americans

should heed your advice and example and

redouble our commitment to our service

men and women and their families.

Shali, I am honored to be counted

among your friends and sincere when I

say “No Secretary of Defense ever had a

better Chairman!”

Your Secretary,

william perry
Stanford University

dear shali,
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John White, Sam Nunn, William Perry, and John Shalikashvili—Stanford University, 1996



Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, 1960



t is the privilege of a lifetime to have

worked with and learned from General

John Shalikashvili. When I first met 

him in the Pentagon in the early 1990s, he

was Supreme Allied Commander, Europe,

the Berlin Wall had recently come down,

and throughout western and eastern

Europe military leaders looked anxiously

to Washington for a vision of Eurasia’s

security future. John Shali exhibited an

ability to see into the hopes and fears of

these European leaders at a pivotal

moment in history, interpret them to

Washington, and shape them deftly to

America’s purposes. The result was a west-

ern Europe recommitted to its transat-

lantic ties, an eastern Europe integrated

through Partnership for Peace and NATO

membership, and a Russia that did not

descend into the malignant self-pity of

Weimar Germany. As Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff, Shali and Bill Perry

formed the most capable and respected

civilian-military leadership team in post-

war history. Wise, firm, never blowing

with the headline winds or strategic fads,

Shali gave the Secretary of Defense and

President his candid military advice and

then oversaw the execution of their orders

with amazing managerial acumen. He left

behind stability in Europe, peace in the

Balkans, warming relations with China,

and—most importantly—the superb U.S.

military that has performed so well in

Iraq, Afghanistan, and the war on terror.

Through all these accomplishments, and

all my work with him inside and outside

of government, he has shown decency and

civility that are so rare in Washington and,

indeed, anywhere.

dr. ashton carter
Harvard University
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hen I first met General Shalikashvili

at Fort Lewis in Washington State,

I knew this was someone very special. He

was the kind of leader who encouraged

and energized troops serving under his

command and who inspired an unbeliev-

able amount of loyalty among officers at

all levels. I recall thinking at the time that

this was the most unique combination of a

“soldier’s soldier” and an “officer’s officer”

I had ever encountered, and my later inter-

action with General Shali only confirmed

that assessment. And only later did I

understand how much his life story was an

inspiration in itself—fleeing from Poland

during the Nazi aggression to his adopted

country here, where he dedicated himself

to military service and spent his career

“repaying” the nation for the freedom it

offered to him. He was the natural choice

to become Chairman of the Joint Chiefs,

and during his tenure it was apparent to

me on the Defense Appropriations and

Intelligence Committees that his advice to

the President and to the Defense Secretary

reflected his strikingly clear vision of U.S.

interests in the world and the role of mil-

itary force. I appreciated his friendship

and advice, and when I learned that he

was returning to the Puget Sound area

after retirement, I urged him to share his

wisdom and experience with NBR. True to

form, he made an enormous commitment

of time and energy to NBR programming,

because he understands the real strategic

importance of Asia in the 21st century.

The Shalikashvili Chair at NBR recognizes

those contributions as much as it extends

the vision he has brought to NBR.

congressman norm dicks
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Leading a training exercise—Fort Lewis, Washington, 1988



Farewell Address—Fort Myer, Virginia, 1997



t was my enormous honor to serve as

the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

during General John Shalikashvili’s term

as Chairman. Having had the pleasure of

serving our country for over 30 years,

over 10 of which were in the Pentagon, I

had never known a more committed and 

loyal military officer than he was. All of

us knew him for “Duty, Honor, and

Country.” I know him for that but also 

for being a true visionary. Shali always

thought about the strategy for the future

while he was leading us in the present.

He cared about the spirit of engaging 

our allies and friends around the world,

he was committed to the Atlantic Alliance

in a way that put him in a very special

leadership group among nations, and he

was deeply involved with me in the pro-

gram decisions for new weapons systems

funding which would determine the

future capability of our country’s military.

It was my great honor to have served by

his side, and it is my honor to be a small

part of this event to acknowledge his great

contributions.

admiral (ret.) william owens
AEA Investors
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ohn Shalikashvili enjoys and deserves

our unrelenting admiration and

respect. As a military leader with global

wisdom and concern, he led our nation’s

armed forces with intelligence and dis-

tinction. But he played a larger role on 

the national and international stage as a 

gentleman with strategic vision, wise

judgment and solid policy advice to offer

his government, his colleagues, and even

our opponents. General Shalikashvili was

a voice of wisdom and knowledge in the

interagency deliberations in which he 

participated. He always came well pre-

pared, knew the subjects well—many of

them first hand—and took into account

the special nature of the problems with

which he had to deal. This all reflected a

lifetime of service in Europe, the Middle

East, Asia, and beyond. It also reflected

Shali’s dedication to the security and

prosperity of the United States, despite

not having been born here. He brought 

to all of his work that special vision of a 

person who chose to be an American

rather than having the great good fortune

of merely having been born here.

ambassador thomas pickering
The Boeing Company
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Aboard Air Force One



Operation Provide Comfort—Turkey and Northern Iraq, 1991



eneral Omar Bradley, the first

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, spoke with great eloquence about the

qualities that the position of Chairman

demanded. “Leadership in the democratic

army,” Bradley said, “means firmness, not

harshness; understanding, not weakness;

justice, not license; humaneness, not intol-

erance; generosity, not selfishness; pride,

not egotism.” Few men have embodied

those qualities more broadly or fully than

John Shalikashvili. As Deputy Secretary of

Defense during Shali’s tenure as Chairman

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I had the plea-

sure of working with him and Secretary 

of Defense Bill Perry on some of the most

pressing security issues of our time. Shali’s

leadership was exceptional for a number

of reasons. He was a deft strategist and 

a keen analyst of international affairs,

he was committed to strengthening and

expanding our alliances, and he had a pro-

found sense of responsibility for the lives

and well-being of our enlisted men and

women. Most of all, though, Shali had a

vision for international security and sta-

bility that was as remarkable for its clarity

as it was for its lack of sentimentality. His

wisdom, decency, compassion, and service

to this nation are great cause for celebra-

tion and commemoration, and it has been

a privilege to be able to play a small role in

honoring him here this evening.

dr. john white
Harvard University
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eneral John M. Shalikashvili—

known universally as “Shali”—is a

quiet man whose modest manner does

nothing to advertise his extraordinary

accomplishments. Born a “stateless per-

son” displaced by war, Shali found in the

United States a land of hope and opportu-

nity, a land where an unprivileged immi-

grant could rise to one of the nation’s

highest positions of leadership. Drafted

into the Army as a private, Shali held 

positions of command in Europe and

NATO before becoming the U.S. military’s

highest-ranking officer: Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff (1993–1997). His suc-

cess embodies the hope that America rep-

resents for people everywhere who yearn

for peace, freedom, and perhaps above all

the chance to participate in shaping the

world their children will inherit. America

gave Shali the opportunity to develop and

use his potential, and he has rewarded his

country with over four decades—and

counting—of dedicated service to help

the nation live up to its greatness.

“Shali has added such enormous value

to his country,” says George Russell,

Chairman of the Board of Directors for

The National Bureau of Asian Research

(NBR), on which Shali serves as a director.

“He is one of the most competent people

I’ve met in 48 years of business.”

Throughout his career, Shali has

demonstrated a rare style of leadership,

informed not only by intellect but also by

worldly, unsentimental, yet deeply-felt

empathy for those who suffer in war.

Shali’s greatest contribution to his country

is that, having learned a great deal about

war, he has used this knowledge skillfully

to wrest peace out of difficult situations.

He was born in 1936 in Warsaw,

Poland, the second of three children. His

father, Dmitri Shalikashvili, was a

Georgian colonel who had fought for the

Czar and for Georgian independence

from the Soviet Union. His mother,

Maria, was the daughter of a Russian 

general and a German lady-in-waiting to

Czarina Alexandra. Having fled Russia in

the wake of the revolution, the two met

and married in Warsaw, which, in the

years leading up to the Second World War,

had become a haven for expatriates.

Shali remembers his father as a kind

and gentle man, and his mother as caring,

strong, and resourceful. His parents taught

him lessons he took to heart: to be com-

passionate to others, and to think about

his own experiences in light of the larger

G
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historical context unfolding all around

him. Shali recalls, “My parents always

encouraged me to understand what is

going on in the world, how all of this is

hanging together.”

Shali was still a toddler when the

German Army invaded Poland in 1939,

commencing a brutal occupation of

Warsaw. The family survived years of

wartime hardship and separation, and

were made homeless when their apart-

ment building was bombed during the

Warsaw Uprising in 1944. They then fled

to stay with relatives in Germany, where

Dmitri rejoined them after the war.

Dmitri and Maria saw little hope or

opportunity in Europe for their two sons,

John and Joe, and their daughter Gale.

Though it meant starting their lives over

when Dmitri was in his 60s, in 1952 they 

emigrated to Peoria, Illinois, sponsored 

by a friend named George Luthy and 

his family. Dmitri found work as a book-

keeper, Maria as a file clerk. Six years later

the Shalikashvilis were sworn in as

American citizens. It was Shali’s first and

only citizenship.

hali did not set out to have a career in

the military. In June 1958 he earned a

B.A. in mechanical engineering at Peoria’s

Bradley University, and planned to start

work at Hyster, a lift truck company. But

within weeks he was drafted into the

Army as a private, and his plans changed.

“He found a real calling,” recalls former

Secretary of Defense Dr. William Perry,

who has worked closely with Shali for

years. “He was a natural military leader.”

With the support of his wife Joan,

whom he met in Germany and married in

1966, he rose rapidly through the military

ranks. Of his parents’ marriage, their only

son Brant says that “He wouldn’t have 

gotten far without her. What a good team

they’ve been.”

Shali became known as an unusually

capable leader, with a combination of skills

not often found in one person: logistical,

strategic, and emotional intelligence. In

his memoir My American Journey, Colin

Powell—who became Shali’s mentor, and

preceded him as Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs—recalls that he was “much

impressed” by Shali. “I remember con-

cluding at the time that there was no limit

to this officer’s potential.”

Shali excelled at managing complex

operations, and was instrumental in some

of the most successful military operations

in American history. One of these unlikely

victories was Operation Provide Comfort,

the 1991 rescue of hundreds of thousands

of Kurdish refugees trapped in the 

mountains of Iraq at the end of the first

Gulf War.

To rescue the Kurds without destabi-

lizing the region required a deft handling

of logistical, geographic, cultural, and

diplomatic challenges. “It turned out to be

a very extensive operation,” Shali notes,

with typical understatement. “First, we

had to find out: Where were the Kurds?”

Finding the refugees and moving them

through the mountains to temporary safe
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zones was a formidable task in itself,

but equally great were the challenges of

persuading the governments of both Iraq

and Turkey to cooperate, and negotiating

the refugees’ timely return to their home

villages.

In his book War in a Time of Peace, his-

torian David Halberstam cites a remark by

Mort Abramowitz, the American ambas-

sador to Turkey at the time, about Shali’s

remarkable leadership of Operation

Provide Comfort: “There was about him

something unusual, a sensitivity to

refugee problems you did not normally

expect to find in military men, a genuine-

ly profound humanitarian streak. He was

a superb diplomat as well as an excellent

soldier in a very, very difficult moment.”

In that mission and many others—

notably “Operation Joint Endeavor,” the

NATO peacekeeping mission in Bosnia

that began in 1995, success depended

equally on logistics and diplomacy, on 

an understanding of history and human

nature, as well as top-notch efficiency 

in leading troops and coordinating the

movement of equipment and supplies.

Dr. Perry notes that the intervention in

Bosnia required unprecedented planning

to minimize the chance that soldiers

would be killed in the dangerous, unstable

conditions. “Many were predicting that we

would lose hundreds of soldiers,” Perry

recalls. In fact, none were lost.

Perry attributes this “incredible per-

formance” largely to Shali. “This is a man

who deeply cared about his soldiers; and 

a consummate professional who planned

in detail to ensure adequate force. We

actually walked over the bridge on the first

day the troops went in — he was right

there when everything was happening. He

talked with troops as father to son; I saw

that up close over about a year, and was

very impressed.”

hali believes that his wartime child-

hood shaped the man he became.

Throughout his career, he has been sensi-

tive to the plight of ordinary people, both

enlisted and civilian, in wartime. Shali has

brought to his lifelong work the same

compassionate resourcefulness, and the

same urgency, that helped his own family

survive war.

He is driven by a sense of responsibili-

ty that he relates to his own early experi-

ences. “I have seen in my lifetime,” he says,

“that some things are so morally repre-

hensible that you and I should not be able

to say, ‘That’s not my business.’”

In Shali’s view, peace is not an ideal but

a possibility, always pragmatic and specif-

ic, grounded in local histories and unique

circumstances. He believes the military

must “help diplomats shape the environ-

ment” to create the conditions needed for

peace in a particular time and place.

This vocation has kept him hard at

work since his retirement from the mili-

tary in 1997, even after suffering a stroke

in 2004. Dr. Perry notes that Shali has

“remarkable tenacity.” Perry adds, “He

doesn’t seem to be willing to give up, so

there’s obviously something driving him.
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He believes he has something to con-

tribute to world peace and to the well-

being of soldiers in the Army.”

f Shali has a single defining quality, a

strength that knits his many skills

together, it may be his ability to see the

world not only through his own discern-

ment, but through others’ eyes as well.

Empathy is the key to his style of lead-

ership, which has been described as “sup-

portive” and even “fatherly.” It says a good

deal about Shali that his son Brant has

been working as his assistant since 2002,

and calls him “a great boss.”

Those who work with him often

remark on Shali’s knack for making others

comfortable. “He can make a great work-

ing relationship with virtually anyone,”

observes George Russell. “I’ve never seen

any ego.”

Via e-mail (from his post in Iraq in

December 2005), Shali’s former aide

Colonel Bryan Norman tells a fitting story:

Once, after Shali paid a visit to a Marines

training area in California, he had a hard

time getting back to Washington. Early the

next morning after the visit, a military

helicopter took Shali and Norman to a

nearby regional airport, where they

planned to catch a civilian flight home to

D.C. Wearing civilian clothes, they landed

at 4:00 a.m. in the middle of the runway at

the airport, which was closed. They were

walking across the tarmac, among DC-9s

and larger aircraft, when three police cars

pulled up, sirens blaring and lights flash-

ing. At gunpoint, officers forced them to

the ground.

In his good suit, Shali calmly lay on the

dirty tarmac while the police considered

his story. Finally accepting it, the officers

called for a service truck to ferry the gen-

eral and his aide outside the restricted

area. “Here we are,” Norman remembers,

“lugging our bags and MG Shali put in the

back of this greasy, dirty pick-up truck.”

Norman was acutely aware that he, as

Shali’s aide, was responsible for the travel

arrangements. But Shali merely remarked,

“Next time, we will take the bus.”

Shali’s empathy has been crucial in

diplomacy as well, where success depends

on being able to understand others’ prior-

ities and anticipate their reactions.

Dr. Perry remembers a tense moment

in U.S. relations with China in 1996.

“China fired a volley of missiles that land-

ed two miles off shore of Taiwan,” says

Perry. “We considered that a provocative

act and we decided to send two carrier

battle groups to Taiwan.” Shali persuaded

Perry that the right course of action was

to send the battle groups to the vicinity,

but not into the Taiwan Strait. He rea-

soned that this action would communi-

cate the desired message to China, with-

out being perceived as an unbearable

humiliation, or escalating the conflict.

Then, Perry notes, Shali mobilized

both battle groups and had them on their

way within 24 hours—an impressive feat

in itself.

Perry points out that Shali “was a mas-

ter at giving advice in ways that were not
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intrusive, yet were very clear and firm.

There was no misunderstanding where he

stood on issues. At all times he was very

calm and clear and deferential, but he

never backed down from his position. I

think that’s entirely characteristic of the

man — a modest demeanor, but that con-

ceals a very firm conviction.”

Shali retired from the military in 1997,

but his work in service of our nation con-

tinues. After returning to Washington

State, he joined the Board of Directors of

The National Bureau of Asian Research

and played a lead role in the development

of the institution’s Strategic Asia program.

Shali’s conviction that U.S. national secu-

rity decisionmakers benefit enormously

from having the assessments of the best

civilian minds in the world has been key

in strengthening NBR’s focus on some of

the most pressing international security

issues of our time.

Shali also lends his wisdom and experi-

ence as a Senior Advisor to the Preventive

Defense Project, a research collaboration

of Stanford University and Harvard

University’s Kennedy School of

Government. He serves on the board of

directors of a number of companies,

including The Boeing Company, L-3

Communications Corporation, Plug

Power, Frank Russell Trust Company, and

stays involved with various civic and mili-

tary organizations.

eace has its victories no less than

war,” observed the late humorist

“Kin” Hubbard, “but it doesn’t have as

many monuments to unveil.”

War needs monuments, it might be

said, to compensate the living for our loss-

es, to remind us of the meaning of our

sacrifices. But peace is the continuation of

ordinary life, with all its uncelebrated

meanings preserved. Instead of monu-

ments, the victories of peace are marked

by the everyday lives of individuals, fami-

lies, and communities.

There is no way to calculate how many

lives have been saved through Shali’s

efforts. Operation Provide Comfort alone

has been credited with saving over half a

million Kurdish refugees. In over 40 years

of devoted service, Shali has made our

country and our world safer than we

would have been without him.

He has done so with a style of leader-

ship that seems particularly well-suited to

the task of protecting peace, balancing

toughness with empathy, and decisiveness

with an openness to learning from history

and from others’ perspectives. The results

of his efforts may never be widely known

by the public that has benefited so much

from them. But as an example of what

skill and dedication can accomplish, John

Shalikashvili’s life story stands as a quiet

monument to peace.

“P



tribute messages
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l-3 communications has been privileged by the service of general 

shalikashvili. he has been a significant and important contributor to our 

board of directors, and all of us have witnessed what he has demonstrated 

in every aspect of his distinguished career: extraordinary leadership,

great strategic thinking, and personal warmth and integrity.

Mr. Frank Lanza, L-3 Communications

when you first stepped foot on american soil, general shalikashvili, little did this

nation know what promise you held, what path you would take, what powerful

leadership you would provide. general, your unwavering commitment to this nation,

your strength of character, and your spirit of service are an inspiration. this great

country is in your debt for your passion, your empathy, and your heroism.

Mr. David McIntyre, Jr., TriWest Healthcare Alliance 

boeing salutes general john m. shalikashvili for his great personal 

and professional strengths—common sense and an intuitive feel for what

is right, a deep concern for people and their welfare, and a broad,

deep understanding of global affairs. as a nation, we are stronger and 

wiser due to his leadership and counsel.

The Boeing Company



Carl Mundy, John Shalikashvili, Colin Powell, Gordon Sullivan, and Thomas Moorman—1994



Serving as Deputy Commander of the U.S. Army, Europe—1989



having known and worked with general john m. shalikashvili for 

many years, i admire and respect his service to this country, his dedication 

to making the world a better place, and his wise counsel and genuine 

concern for those around him. general shalikashvili, thank you!

Mr. Rudy deLeon, former Deputy Secretary of Defense

general shalikashvili’s story is a uniquely american story. an immigrant 

who became a hero and a general, a man of strength who has overcome 

physical adversity with grace and guts, john shalikashvili made the world 

safer for all of us through his service to this country. thank you, general,

for your service, your leadership, your vision, and your friendship.

Senator John Kerry 

john has been a friend, mentor, and a guiding influence to all of us on 

the plug power board of directors. we are proud to be among those selected 

to support the john m. shalikashvili chair in national security studies.

Mr. George McNamee, Plug Power Board of Directors

we honor general shali for his strength, wisdom, and vision, but 

most of all for his character and the stamp it put on future generations 

of american soldiers around the world.

Mr. Joseph Kampf, Anteon Corporation



general shalikashvili has been a valued friend. he served on the board of directors of

united defense and provided great advice and counsel during the seven years he served.

Mr. Thomas Rabaut, BAE Systems

battelle appreciates general shalikashvili’s life-long commitment to 

protecting our freedoms and to advancing science and technology in the service 

of our country. as a worldwide r&d organization, battelle shares his vision and 

passion for innovation in support of national security. through the pacific 

northwest national laboratory, which battelle operates for the u.s. department 

of energy, we partner with nbr on asia-pacific challenges. we are pleased to join in

honoring shali’s legacy of national security leadership and continuing his focus 

on u.s. interests in the asia-pacific through the endowed chair.

Dr. Leonard Peters, Battelle/Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 

to a great leader who inspires by his impact on, and insight into,

the world’s most critical challenges.

Mrs. Maria Livanos Cattaui

the people of chevron thank general shalikashvili for his enlightened efforts in

furthering america’s security and diplomacy. his exceptionally strong leadership, selfless

patriotism, and dedication to public service set the standard for all who follow.

Chevron Corporation 



there are many people in the world, but only one 

john shalikashvili. he’s a leader.

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Lynn

it is with pleasure that the russell investment group honors general 

john m. shalikashvili with the named chair in national security studies.

Mr. Michael Phillips, Russell Investment Group

shali—it has been an honor and privilege to serve with you on 

the plug power board as we work for energy independence.

Mr. Anthony Earley, Jr.

through his formulation and promulgation of joint vision 2010 

shali played a key role in transitioning the u.s. military establishment from 

a cold war posture to one preparing for the challenges of the 21st century.

his vision and intellect were key to this transition.

General (ret.) Ron Fogleman

to shali, with admiration and affection.

Harman Family Foundation, Dr. Sidney Harman and Congresswoman Jane Harman

to a great patriot.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Hermann



general shali had the strategic vision and personal leadership to 

begin turning the cold war military into an agile, high-tech force that can

defend against multiple threats from many directions. it’s unlikely that 

any military chief has steered our armed forces through times of greater 

change; it’s highly doubtful that any could have done the job so well.

Mr. Charles B. Curtis, Nuclear Threat Initiative 

it was one of the great honors of my career to serve on the senate armed

services committee during general john shalikashvili’s tenure as chairman of

the joint chiefs of staff. general shali is the kind of military leader who

inspired other generals and admirals to stand at attention, not by command

but by respect. very few military leaders in our nation’s history have 

had general shali’s intelligence, leadership, strategic vision, and devotion 

to country. as chairman of the joint chiefs, shali had a keen and unique

technical military understanding—but his strategic vision was even greater.

he understood that the military’s highest purpose is to preserve freedom,

deter war, and advance peace. shali defended the security and the values of

his adopted country, and his example and career exemplified the values 

of americans and the principles of patriotism and military service. i rank shali 

at the very top of our american military leaders, and our nation continues 

to be blessed by his leadership and his wisdom.

Senator Sam Nunn



John and Joan Shalikashvili at a parade—Nuremberg, 1985



Klaus Naumann, John Shalikashvili, and Jacques Lanxade—1992



shali has been a consummate leader, soldier-statesman,

and steadfast friend. our nation is blessed to have his service.

Admiral (ret.) Joseph W. Prueher

in december, 1989, when “shali” was deputy commander of usareur,

he joined a workshop in warsaw that rand had organized with 

the new solidarity-led government. on his return to his native 

poland, shali made an enormous impression. seeing him surrounded 

by general staff officers, chatting in polish about democratic 

control of the military, is something i will never forget.

Dr. James Thomson, The RAND Corporation

thank you wise and valiant soldier for your service to the nation.

and thank you for the opportunity to work with you, and for 

your friendship. you have my deepest respect and affection. pat and 

i wish we could be with you and joanie to share this special day.

Dr. John Deutch

john, truth be told…steve baked the pie!

Mrs. Brigitte Allen, The National Bureau of Asian Research



john shalikashvili is a unique soldier who has in-depth 

experience for command at the soldier level and a touch for the 

demands of senior military leaders operating at the highest levels of

national and international governmental organizations.

he has a soldier’s touch and a statesman’s approach which combine to 

make him a leader of stature and accomplishments worthy of note.

General (ret.) Gordon Sullivan, Association of the U.S. Army

it has been a privilege, a wonderful learning experience, and an absolute

pleasure to collaborate with general shalikashvili on the preventive defense

project’s various initiatives. simply put, he really is a prince among men.

my admiration for his vision and achievements is total.

Ms. Gretchen Bartlett, Harvard University, Preventive Defense Project

shali is a true american patriot—a soldier-statesman who has 

served his country with integrity, skill, and compassion.

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Berger

a most deserved honor…our sincere congratulations.

Colonel (ret.) and Mrs. Roger Bernardi



i had the privilege of seeing shali as he worked on the big issues.

he always did what was right for the country and what was right for 

the armed forces and never worried about himself.

Admiral (ret.) Dennis Blair

john m. shalikashvili is a distinguished leader and strategist, as well as a 

great humanitarian who has worked tirelessly to promote understanding at

home and abroad. his personal adherence to the highest standards of

professional competence, ethics, and conduct has been an inspiration to all who

know him, and has gained him the gratitude, respect, and admiration of all.

Colonel (ret.) Billy Brooks

a soldier’s soldier, an ally’s ally, and the consummate mentor and friend.

Lieutenant General (ret.) and Mrs. David Christman

john shali has distinguished himself as a patriot, a soldier, and a 

statesman who has devoted his mature life to the republic. more importantly 

he is an ideal model for those leaders of the future who enter public 

service. it is most appropriate that we honor him.

Admiral (ret.) and Mrs. William Crowe, Jr.



on behalf of all your physicians and nurses, our lives have 

been enriched and we have been inspired by your, joan’s, and brant’s 

indomitable spirit, love, and resilience.

Brigadier General (ret.) and Mrs. Michael Dunn, U.S. Army 

shali had immediate impact when he joined the nbr board. he suggested 

we meet in beijing—we did—and inspired one initiative after another.

he brought a vision for security studies, savvy effectiveness, eloquence, joanie,

brant and the extraordinary bonds evidenced in these pages. we are deeply,

deeply honored that john’s leadership at nbr continues.

Dr. Richard Ellings, The National Bureau of Asian Research 

it is an honor to serve with john shalikashvili on nbr’s board.

he is truly a great american.

Mr. Thomas Fisher

shali—it has been a privilege to serve with you on the nbr board,

you continue to be an inspiration to all.

Mr. Mark Schulz, Ford Motor Company 

thank you for your many contributions over so many years. our country 

and its communities are better places because of your great work.

Dr. Gary Kaplan



Alaska, 1960



Farewell Ceremony—Fort Myer, Virginia, 1997



as we honor a great soldier and statesman for his contributions to the

highest councils of government, it is also important to recall that through

his example general shalikashvili has inspired countless young soldiers,

airmen, sailors, and marines. with extraordinary intelligence and rock-solid

character, he has served as an example to several generations of young 

men and women in the armed forces. he has mentored many, including a young

private first class livingston many years ago. i will always be grateful for 

his contributions to our country and to me.

Dr. Steven Livingston

john shalikashvili is a true american hero. he possesses the individual

strength of character that is at the core of our values. foreign born,

emigrating to the u.s. at an early age, adapting to a new culture, electing to

serve his adopted country above all other endeavors, and gravitating to the

highest levels of leadership, john’s journey is paved with significant

contributions to our way of life. he is the kind of man our children should

know about, the finest of american role models. i feel very privileged to have

crossed paths with john shalikashvili, his wife joan, and his son brant.

Mr. Harry McGee



general shalikashvili is, of course, of georgian background.

he has been to georgia several times and i was honored to host him for 

one visit while i served as ambassador there. he is considered something

of a demi-god in georgia, and the defense minister kept an enormous 

oil painting of him in his office along with one of his uniforms complete

with medals in a glass case. when we were building the new embassy

compound in tbilisi we constructed two new roads. we got an exception

to the georgian law prohibiting naming public objects for living persons

and now there is a john shalikashvili road leading to the american

embassy there (the other is named for george balanchine).

Ambassador Richard Miles

to my fellow board member for his outstanding contribution 

of service to our country and asia-pacific policies.

Ms. Mary Minnick, The Coca-Cola Company

i am pleased to lend support to a fine soldier and friend.

General (ret.) Carl Mundy

john shalikashvili is my great role example! after 24 years 

in the military i had never experienced a more loyal, professional,

and patriotic american than j. shali!

Admiral (ret.) William Owens



shali is one of the best soldiers and statesmen that i have ever 

had the honor to serve with.

Mr. Leon Panetta

general, you are an inspiration to your fellow board members!

Mrs. Pamela Passman, Microsoft Corporation

shali, you’ve demonstrated that you are one of the best at understanding 

and meeting the demands placed upon one who has served from the 

lowest to the highest ranks and in dealing with the most senior personnel 

in the national and international hierarchies. we are proud of you and 

of the support provided by your lovely and talented wife joan.

General (ret.) and Mrs. Bernard Rogers

listening to general shali discuss u.s. national security 

and international politics is equivalent to attending a fine graduate 

seminar. it has been my privilege to hear him on several occasions.

his contributions are a national treasure.

Dr. Sheldon Simon

shali remains legendary in the u.s. army for his caring leadership of

soldiers and families, enlightened ideas, and ethical excellence.

General (ret.) John Wickham, U.S. Army Chief of Staff 1983–87



general shalikashvili’s integrity, devotion to his country, and sense of

duty are an inspiration to all americans. his selfless service sets an example 

for all soldiers to emulate. given the guidance and wisdom he applies 

to solving national security problems, it is especially appropriate that 

nbr has established a chair in his name.

Dr. Larry Wortzel, U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission

the fates decreed that, when the hour of freedom finally arrived again in

central europe, general john shalikashvili—a son of central europe—

was in an ideal position to help the newly free countries join nato and 

thereby fulfill the long-delayed dream of a europe whole and free. when the

hour of decision came in bosnia, general shalikashvili helped end ethnic

cleansing and restore peace. although shali reached the very top of

his profession, i have never known a less pretentious or arrogant man. he 

earned the love of friends and the respect of every colleague; and he richly

deserves the gratitude of our nation and the thanks of the world.

Dr. Madeleine Albright 

a true gentleman and a real prince whose honesty, integrity, tenacity, and

dedication to excellence have been an inspiration to all of us. we need 

more heroes like general shali, who has courageously faced a lifetime of

formidable challenges.

Mrs. Joan Asboth



Jay Garner, John Shalikashvili, and Aga Khan, then United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees—Iraq



Kaiserslautern, Germany, 1967



i was serving as the first u.s. ambassador to the newly independent republic 

of georgia. it was widely known in georgia that i had worked (unfortunately

only briefly) as the international affairs advisor to general shalikashvili

when he was saceur. the georgian media reports on me didn’t dwell on the fact

that i had been chosen by then-president bush to be ambassador, or that i had

known former secretaries of state shultz and baker, or that i had been

approved by the u.s. senate, or that i had known other u.s. and european

politicians, or that i had visited the city of atlanta to strengthen georgia-

georgia ties. rather, the headline was, “ambassador brown is a friend and close

adviser to john shalikashvili.” this was a tribute to the high esteem with

which shali was regarded in the caucasus and elsewhere. from my perspective,

the important thing was that my acquaintance with shali made it much 

easier to promote u.s. interests in georgia than it would have been otherwise.

Ambassador Kent Brown

so long ago, in alaska, we remember a sparkling new lieutenant who 

wondered if he might be suited for a military career. thinking the young man

showed promise, the c.g. encouraged him. love to you and joan, john,

with gratitude for your service.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Buckley



general shali has that rarest of all qualities, wisdom. he always 

could see through issues, build bridges through seemingly incompatible 

views, calm the passions, and provide the best military-strategic 

advice to our nation’s elected leaders.

General (ret.) Wesley Clark

it is an honor and a privilege to serve on the nbr board with shali.

Mr. Larry Clarkson

shali’s special qualities call to mind the famous statement 

about george washington: “first in war, first in peace, first in the hearts

of his countrymen.” to be true to my feelings about shali (and i think 

the feelings of many others) these characteristics would clearly have to

be recognized in ascending order. shali was an exceptional warrior;

but he was an even more extraordinary peacemaker. and beyond that stand

his wondrous qualities of character: his modesty, warmth, and 

generosity of spirit. in anyone these would be cause for celebration;

in a warrior and peacemaker of his stature they are cause for awe and for

love. he was not even born our countryman. but he came to be one 

and then, miraculously, first in our hearts.

Mr. Richard Danzig, Secretary of the Navy 1998–2001; Under Secretary of the Navy 1993–1997.



to general shali and joan—my deepest thanks for all that you taught me

without knowing it during my days as a young, naïve white house staffer that

have stayed with me during my time at the uso. your strength, compassion,

class, and friendship continue to guide and support me. thank you both for your

service to our nation and for the courage and leadership you continue to

inspire in those such as myself that are part of your lives from the sideline.

Ms. Sarah Farnsworth, USO

the quality of john shalikashvili’s service to his country has been equaled 

by few in our history; it has been exceeded by none. we are grateful to him and

we are honored that we share this time in history with him.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gordon

our friend general john shalikashvili served our nation with the utmost

integrity and character as chairman of the joint chiefs of staff in the clinton-

gore administration. he earned great respect at home and abroad. it is 

such leadership and vision that helped steer our country and keep the peace.

Vice President and Mrs. Al Gore



general shalikashvili is the quintessential soldier-statesman who 

combines professionalism with a genuine care for the men and women of the

armed services with whom he served. all of us have benefited from his 

dedicated and faithful public service.

Mr. Robert Haines

the united states has produced a great number of impressive military leaders

throughout our history. general shali surely places near the top of that 

list. he is a military leader with a highly sophisticated and nuanced view of the

world and the role of american power. and he is a general who rose from the

lowest to the highest ranks of the armed forces without losing touch with 

the common soldier. the american people owe a great debt of gratitude to

general shali: a man who has served his country with extraordinary distinction.

Mr. Lee Hamilton

this remarkable tribute to general john shalikashvili is richly deserved.

i was very fortunate to have had john as chairman of the joint chiefs of staff

during my time as british chief of defense staff. i have great respect for him 

and his friendship is something which i greatly value.

Lord Peter Inge



A discussion about Iraq



Dennis Benchoff and John Shalikashvili—Berlin, 1991



general, i consider it my great fortune to have worked for you 

when you were chairman and now once again benefit from your wisdom on 

nbr’s board, at this critical time of building our security studies 

program into a world-class institution. we will focus the activities of

the shali chair—the core of our center for asian security studies—on adding

strategic value to the development of american security policy to asia and

providing sage counsel to our nation’s policymakers as they lead the 

process. in all we do, we will ensure that our efforts are anchored in the 

values learned from your own extraordinary leadership.

Lieutenant Colonel Roy Kamphausen, The National Bureau of Asian Research

nbr’s core mission of bridging the academic and policymaking worlds 

resonates deeply within john shali, and his devotion to our cause has been 

an inspiration to each of us. his keen intellect, magnetic leadership, and

commitment to excellence have made us a better and stronger organization.

when john shali cares about your work, you care about it too.

Mr. Karolos Karnikis, The National Bureau of Asian Research



general shali is truly one of the great leaders of our nation and a mentor 

to countless young men and women…our future leaders.

Brigadier General (sel.) J.A. Kessler

you may have retired, but your service to our country has never stopped.

we are humbled by your continued contributions to national policy in asia.

Mr. Clark Kinlin, Corning International

shali is the best marine ever to wear an army uniform. semper fidelis.

General (ret.) Chuck Krulak

john shalikashvili has been a strong advocate of friendship and 

cooperation between the united states and france in a time when the world

was dramatically changing. together along with klaus naumann and 

peter inge, the gang of four, we have been able to deal with an emerging new

order, passing from a bipolar era to a new complex and dangerous

international situation. for these reasons john is not only a marvelous

friend of mine but he deserves france’s gratitude.

Admiral (ret.) Jacques Lanxade



our nation has been blessed by general shalikashvili’s distinguished 

career of public service. he is a soldier-statesman of the first order, and led 

our armed forces with wisdom, integrity, and great honor.

Congressman James Leach 

general shalikashvili is an inspiration to the younger generation of

americans who are u.s. foreign policy leaders of the future—he truly is the

embodiment of hard work, sound judgment, integrity, and grace.

Ms. Tabitha Grace Mallory

both john and joan have provided friendship and superior leadership to 

all who have come into their presence. it is a privilege to be numbered among 

their friends, and to have served with them.

Colonel (ret.) Gerard (Jerry) Maloney

shali became one of the nation’s great leaders because of his character,

his openness to alternative views, and his love of people. his keen 

insight led to his selection as the nation’s senior military leader. his staff

and subordinates valued his openness to their views and the confidence 

he displayed in their ability to carry out his broad guidance.

General (ret.) James McCarthy, U.S. Air Force Academy



john shali is a friend on whom one can rely under all circumstances and 

he was an officer who fully met all the standards set by general macarthur in 

his famous address: “duty, honor, country.”

General (ret.) Klaus Naumann

shali’s a rare individual, an immigrant kid who came to this country, learned 

the language, lived the american dream. and his dreams took him to the highest

ranks of the u.s. military, and he served his soldiers, he served his nation so 

very, very well and he is deserving of every honor that we have bestowed on him 

in the past and the honor that is being bestowed on him this evening.

General (ret.) Colin Powell

for me, john shali’s career is an exemplar of the american dream. he embodies 

the finest tradition of american patriotism and is a model for our young people.

Professor Kenneth Pyle, Founding President, The National Bureau of Asian Research



Manfred Woerner, Colin Powell, and John Shalikashvili—NATO Dinner, 1990



John, Brant, and Joan Shalikashvili



general and mrs. shali, it has been a remarkable privilege to have caught 

a glimpse of all that you have done together. thank you.

Ms. Katherine Richard, The National Bureau of Asian Research 

perhaps the most valuable lesson taught to me by both my uncle john 

shalikashvili and my father, othar shalikashvili, is that no matter how lofty

and important your position and no matter the weight of the tasks you

confront, the ultimate measure of your success is in the impact you have with

your family, measured in intentional time investment and by the moment-to-

moment decisions every day to choose family first. throughout my life as a 

“fly on the wall” watching john shalikashvili morph from a young major

confronting the pentagon for the first time, to the leader of the best military

in the world, to the many roles he has filled since retirement, i have 

seen nothing but consistent reinforcement of this message by his words and

actions, evidenced by the love joannie and brant have for him. as a soldier,

a husband, and a dad, john shalikashvili is worthy of our recognition.

Mr. David Shalikashvili



dear shali, you are the genuine embodiment of the soldier-statesman.

you have advised presidents and generals on the weightiest issues of our 

times, and you have represented america in historic defense diplomacy.

you have led military operations to defend freedom and protect civilians from 

harm, and you have inspired soldiers to fight with valor. you have encouraged

children—including my own young sons—to believe in themselves, their 

country, and their potential to make a difference. it is one of the greatest

privileges i have ever known to count you as my mentor, colleague, and friend.

i salute you for your visionary leadership, your brave service, and your 

capacity for true partnership. with enduring admiration and affection, liz.

Dr. Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall, Stanford University, Preventive Defense Project, Council on Foreign Relations

through your compassionate care for the families of those who have 

died in service to america and your leadership in bringing a support system 

to them through taps, you have left a lasting legacy of honoring 

our fallen by caring for the loved ones they leave behind. you and joan 

continue to make a difference, not only for the lives you personally touch,

but for those who will never know you but will benefit nonetheless from 

your warmth and strength. we are all so blessed by you! with love,

The surviving families of our Armed Forces at TAPS



working with john has always been a real privilege because of his sharp 

analysis, his balanced views, his integrity, loyalty and above all friendship.

General (ret.) Henk Van den Breemen

john shalikashvili is one of the finest people on this earth.

he is loved and respected by people all over the world.

he is an amazing leader with every great quality—

strength, loyalty, compassion, and integrity. we are all blessed 

to be included in his life, even if it is in a small way.

Mr. Robert Walsh

in all his expert counsel as a senior adviser to nbr’s strategic asia 

program, general shali has challenged us with one simple question: how can 

we do this better? it has been a great privilege to strive to fulfill 

this mandate, and an inspiration to work with a leader of such integrity.

Mr. Michael Wills, The National Bureau of Asian Research

shali was a soldier’s general who gave his all 

for our troops and their families.

General (ret.) and Mrs. Johnnie Wilson
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